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H.R. 1148/ S. 431
FURTHERING ACCESS TO STROKE TELEMEDICINE ACT (FAST ACT)

SPONSORS:
    H.R. 1148:   Rep. Gri�th (VA); Beatty (OH); Ryan (OH); Johnson (OH); Collins (NY); Babin (TX)  
    S. 431:         Sen. �une (SD); Schatz (HI); Wicker (MS); Capito (WV); Boozman (AR)

EFFECTIVE DATES:
    H.R. 1148:   18 months after the date of enactment
    S. 431:          January 1, 2018

Allows any hospital or mobile unit 
equipped with the ability to evaluate 
possible stroke patients while 
transporting them to the hospital to 
serve as an eligible telehealth originating 
site for purposes of Medicare 
reimbursement, if delivering a 
telehealth-eligible stroke service. 

A telehealth-eligible stroke service is 
de�ned as the following: 

H.R. 1148 CURRENT LAW

An originating site, under Medicare, must 
be located in a rural health professional 
shortage area; in a county that is not 
included in a Metropolitan Statistical Area; 
or from an entity that participates in a 
federal telemedicine demonstration 
project. 

Originating sites must also be one of the 
following types of facilities:

S. 431
Allows any location to serve as a 
telehealth eligible originating site, 
for purposes of Medicare 
reimbursement, when the service is 
related to the evaluation of an 
acute stroke.

Related to the diagnosis, evaluation 
or treatment of symptoms in an 
individual of an acute stroke; and

Provided to the individual not later 
than four and a half hours (or other 
clinically appropriate time as 
determined by the Secretary) after 
the onset of such symptoms.

1.

2.

•

Physician or practitioner’s o�ce

A critical access hospital

A rural health clinic

A federally quali�ed health center

A Hospital

A hospital based or critical access 

hospital based renal dialysis center

A community mental health center

Skilled nursing facility

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Originating sites used to treat acute stroke 
that do not otherwise meet the 
requirements of existing sites (listed in the 
“Current Law” column), are not allowed 
to collect the originating site facility fee.

Only the originating sites listed in the 
section above are allowed to collect an 
originating site facility fee.

Originating sites used to treat acute 
stroke that do not otherwise meet the 
requirements of existing sites (listed 
in the “Current Law” column), are 
not allowed to collect the originating 
site facility fee.
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S. 431 would allow any site administering acute stroke care to be added as an eligible site with no geographic restrictions, but 
exclusively limited to providing services to treat acute stroke for Medicare patients.  H.R 1148 is more limited in its 
allowances, exclusively allowing only hospitals or mobile units administering telehealth-eligible stroke services to qualify as 
an eligible site for strictly de�ned “telehealth-eligible stroke services”. For both bills, any site not already eligible as an 
originating site under current law, would not be able to collect the facility fee, though those that continue to meet the 
requirements in current law would presumably still be eligible to receive an originating site facility fee.  �erefore, one 
hospital may be eligible to receive a facility fee while another may not.  �ese varying quali�cations on sites could cause some 
confusion.  Additionally, these bills do not mandate the addition of any speci�c CPT Code to the current list of telehealth 
reimbursable codes, and the most common codes used to bill for acute stroke care (99291 & 99292) are currently not 
reimbursable telehealth codes.  It is unclear if one of the existing telehealth eligible codes could be billed or if additional codes 
would need to be added through CMS’ standard review process in order to provide the acute stroke services addressed in 
these bills.
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<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;">It's <strong>Cyber Monday</strong> and Workplace Fairness now has some great cyber deals for you!</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;"><strong>Workplace Fairness is the web's leading resource to get workers' rights information.</strong> Part of that means providing information about attorneys who represent workers. Last month, our website tra�c hit <strong>4 million users</strong> annually, and we are consistently at the <strong>top of Google's rankings</strong> for "�nd an employment lawyer" and "employment attorney directory ." Have you checked your WF attorney listing lately? <a href="http://www.workplacefairness.org/�nd-attorney" target="_blank">Go to our attorney listings</a> and search via state or zip code.</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;"><strong>Buried in the listings or not happy with your placement?</strong> Workplace Fairness o�ers <a href="http://www.workplacefairness.org/free-employment-attorney-directory?link_id=2&can_id=c237030bc8276e5842caf92848386aa2&source=email-cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_referrer=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_subject=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings" target="_blank">deluxe listing services</a> that can help your �rm reach even more clients. If you are not satis�ed with the free basic listing and want to appear more prominently, our deluxe listing services are right for you. We are now partnering with Avvo to provide even more attorney options for workers visiting our site, but our deluxe listings are always prioritized at the top of each search. Make sure you reach the millions of workers visiting our site—all for considerably less than what you could earn from just one new client.</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;"><strong>Sign up today or tomorrow, and get the rest of 2016 free!</strong>  If you make an appointment and sign up for a deluxe listing using the information below <strong>today or tomorrow only</strong>, your annual renewal will be in January 2018, with the rest of this year free of charge. For just $1000 annually, you've signi�cantly improved your marketing prospects now and throughout 2017.</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;">By signing up by tomorrow, we will also apply the same discount to our other services, including <a href="http://www.workplacefairness.org/wfworks-2?link_id=3&can_id=c237030bc8276e5842caf92848386aa2&source=email-cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_referrer=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_subject=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings" target="_blank">the web's best employment law content</a>, <a href="http://www.workplacefairness.org/wfworks-3?link_id=4&can_id=c237030bc8276e5842caf92848386aa2&source=email-cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_referrer=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings&email_subject=cyber-monday-deals-on-workplace-fairness-attorney-listings" target="_blank">websites for employment attorneys</a>, and targeted advertising and SEO services to also help you reach the best potential clients among the millions of visitors at our website.</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;"><strong>Don't wait, sign up for your appointment today!</strong> To take advantage of our CyberMonday deal, please schedule your appointment at <a href="http://workplacefairness.appointy.com" target="_blank">http://workplacefairness.appointy.com</a>. You can also contact us at <strong>240-772-1205</strong> or email <a href="mailto:wfworks@workplacefairness.org" target="_blank">wfworks@workplacefairness.org</a> with your availability on Monday, November 28 or Tuesday, November 29.</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;">We look forward to speaking with you!</p>

<p style="margin:20px 0 0 0; padding: 0;"><img src="http://workplacefairness.org/images/email/paula-signature.jpg" width="200" /></p>
<p style="margin:10px 0 0 0; padding: 0;">Paula Brantner<br />
Senior Advisor, Workplace Fairness<br />
240.772.1205 (o)<br />
www.workplacefairness.org</p>
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